
FIRST IMPRESSION CHECK LIST 
There are no second chances for a first impression 

 
 
THE EXTERIOR 
_____ 1. Your front door gives a vital first impression, apply a fresh coat of paint.     
_____ 2. Clean out all gutters.  
_____ 3. Repair or replace torn screens. 
_____ 4. Hose off or pressure wash exterior wood and trim. 
_____ 5. Repaint if there is cracking, peeling or chipping paint. 
_____ 6. Clean and remove rust from window air conditioner units.  
_____ 7. Make sure any lawn furniture, gas grills, etc... are clean and in good repair. 
 
THE INTERIOR 
_____ 1. Make sure the floors and woodwork in the kitchen and bathrooms are clean and in good condition. 
_____ 2. Keep all kitchen surfaces and appliances clean, pack up small appliances not used daily. 
_____ 3. Clean all floors; hardwoods, carpets, rugs, and/or linoleum. 
_____ 4. Bathrooms should be kept straight and clean.  Re-caulk grout if it is cracked or falling out.   
_____ 5. Replace old furnace filters and remove any dust from any heating and air registers and returns. 
_____ 6. Repair sticking doors and folding doors that are off track. 
_____ 7. Remove all clutter from closets and other storage areas.  Clean and organize these areas. 
_____ 8. A bright room is pleasing and looks more spacious.  Turn on your lights and open all blinds and drapes. 
_____ 9. Clean windows and let more light in. 
_____ 10. Repaint drab areas with neutral color. 
_____ 11. Clean out fireplace and keep the area neat. 
_____ 12. Replace burned out bulbs and clean all light fixtures. 
_____ 13. Tighten door knobs, window fittings and other hardware. 
_____ 14. Keep steps clear on hazards. 
_____ 15. Never apologize for appearances.  It only accentuates any mess. 
_____ 16. Leave the showing to the agent.  The agent knows the buyers needs  and wants the best. 
_____ 17. Keep pets out of the way when showing. Its hard to look at the backyard with dog jumping on you. 
_____ 18. It’s best to leave when your home is being shown by an agent.  Take Fido with you if possible. 
_____ 19. Avoid a loud radio and turn off the TV while the home is being shown.  Soft background music is best. 
_____ 20. Consider renting a storage unit.  You want your home to show like a model home! 
 
THE YARD 
_____ 1. Keep lawn cut and trimmed. 
_____ 2. Trim and shape shrubs. 
_____ 3. Plant some fresh flowers. 
_____ 4. Keep the garbage can area neat and free of overflowing trash. 
_____ 5. Keep driveways and walkways swept and free from pine straw, limbs, etc.. 
_____ 6. Put a fresh layer of mulch in your flower beds and islands. 
_____ 7. Keep surface water drainage areas and natural streams free from debris that may cause standing water. 
_____ 8. Pick up toys, tools, bicycles, etc.. 
_____ 9. Make sure firewood is neatly stacked. 
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